
When to Use Excel vs. Power BI: Making the Right Choice

Excel is Best For:

Quick Ad Hoc Analysis

Perfect for one-off analyses that don't require complex 
automation or repeated refreshing.

Familiar Functions & Formulas

Leverage your existing knowledge of Excel's 400+ 
functions for rapid calculations and data manipulation.

Small to Mid-Sized Datasets

Ideal for datasets under 1 million rows that don't require 
complex relationship modeling.

Power BI is Best For:

Interactive Dashboards

Create polished, automated visualizations that update 
automatically and allow user interaction.

Multiple Data Sources

Seamlessly connect and blend data from databases, 
cloud services, and local files into unified models.

Real-Time Monitoring

Implement drill-down capabilities and live data refreshes 
for timely business intelligence.
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